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“If liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell people what they do Sls lonbury, BA6 9DU 
not want to hear.”—George Orwell More info 


No matter what carefully crafted sound bites and political spin get trotted out by Joe 
Biden and Donald Trump in advance of the 2024 presidential election, you can rest 
assured that none of the problems that continue to undermine our freedoms will be 
addressed in any credible, helpful way by either candidate, despite the dire state of our 
nation. 


Certainly not if doing so might jeopardize their standing with the unions, corporations or 
the moneyed elite bankrolling their campaigns. 


Indeed, the 2024 elections will not do much to alter our present course towards a police 
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Nor will the popularity contest for the new occupant of the White House significantly alter these Sacred Islands 
the day-to-day life of the average American greatly at all. Those life-changing decisions Unleashed 


are made elsewhere, by nameless, unelected government officials who have turned 


bureaucracy into a full-time and profitable business. The Assembly Rooms, High Street, Glastonbury 


Sunday 20th October 2024 


obvious that a corporatized, militarized, entrenched global bureaucracy is running the 
country. 


6. Forty years past the time that George Orwell envisioned the stomping boot of Big 
Brother, the police state is about to pass off the baton to the surveillance state. 1984 has 
become an operation manual for the omnipresent, modern-day surveillance state. For all 
intents and purposes, we now have a fourth branch of government. This fourth branch 
came into being without any electoral mandate or constitutional referendum, and yet it 
possesses superpowers, above and beyond those of any other government agency save 
the military. It is all-knowing, all-seeing and all-powerful. It operates beyond the reach of 
the president, Congress and the courts, and it marches in lockstep with the corporate 
elite who really call the shots in Washington, DC. The government's “technotyranny” 
surveillance apparatus has become so entrenched and entangled with its police state 
apparatus that it’s hard to know anymore where law enforcement ends and surveillance 
begins. They have become one and the same entity. 


7. When exposing a crime is treated as committing a crime, you are being ruled by 
criminals. In the current governmental climate, obeying one’s conscience and speaking 
truth to the power of the police state can easily render you an “enemy of the state.” The 
government's list of so-called “enemies of the state” is growing by the day. What we are 
dealing with is a government so power-hungry, paranoid and afraid of losing its 
stranglehold on power that it is conspiring to wage war on anyone who dares to 
challenge its authority. 


8. If voting made any difference, they wouldn't let us do it. Americans only think they're 
choosing the next president. In truth, however, they’re engaging in the illusion of 
participation culminating in the reassurance ritual of voting. It’s just another 
manufactured illusion conjured up in order to keep the populace compliant and 
convinced that their vote counts and that they still have some influence over the political 
process. 


9. More than terrorism, more than domestic extremism, more than gun violence and 
organized crime, the U.S. government has become a greater menace to the life, liberty 
and property of its citizens than any of the so-called dangers from which the government 
claims to protect us. 


10. The government knows exactly which buttons to push in order to manipulate the 
populace and gain the public’s cooperation and compliance. This draconian exercise in 
how to divide, conquer and subdue a nation is succeeding. This is how you use the 
politics of fear to persuade a freedom-endowed people to shackle themselves to a 
dictatorship. 


11. The government long ago sold us out to the highest bidder. The highest bidder, by 
the way, has always been the Deep State. America’s shadow government—which is 
comprised of unelected government bureaucrats, corporations, contractors, paper- 
pushers, and button-pushers who are actually calling the shots behind the scenes right 
now and operates beyond the reach of the Constitution with no real accountability to the 
citizenry—is the real reason why “we the people” have no control over our government. 


12. Every U.S. citizen is now guilty until proven innocent. 


13. “We the people” are no longer shielded by the rule of law. While the First Amendment 
—which gives us a voice—is being muzzled, the Fourth Amendment—which protects us 
from being bullied, badgered, beaten, broken and spied on by government agents—is 
being disemboweled. 


14. Privacy, as we have known it, is dead. Every second of every day, the American 
people are being spied on by the U.S. government's vast network of digital Peeping 
Toms, electronic eavesdroppers and robotic snoops. Government eyes are watching 
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growing wealth of the corporate elite at the expense of those who are barely making 
ends meet—that is, we the taxpayers. 


17. From the moment they are born to the time they legally come of age, young people 
are now wards of the state. Parents no longer have the final say over what their kids are 
taught, how they are disciplined, or what kinds of medical care they need. 


18. All you need to do in order to be flagged as a suspicious character, labeled an 
enemy of the state and locked up like a dangerous criminal is use certain trigger words, 
surf the internet, communicate using a cell phone, drive a car, stay at a hotel, purchase 
materials at a hardware store, take flying or boating lessons, appear suspicious, 
question government authority, or generally live in the United States. 


19. The government is pushing us ever closer to a constitutional crisis. 


20. Our freedoms—especially the Fourth Amendment—continue to be choked out by a 
prevailing view among government bureaucrats that they have the right to search, seize, 
strip, scan, spy on, probe, pat down, taser, and arrest any individual at any time and for 
the slightest provocation. Forced cavity searches, forced colonoscopies, forced blood 
draws, forced breath-alcohol tests, forced DNA extractions, forced eye scans, and forced 
inclusion in biometric databases are just a few ways in which Americans continue to be 
reminded that we have no control over what happens to our bodies during an encounter 
with government officials. 


These are not problems that can be glibly dismissed with a few well-chosen words, as 
most politicians are inclined to do. 


No matter which candidate wins this election, the citizenry and those who represent us 
need to own up to the fact that there can be no police state—no tyranny—no routine 
violations of our rights without our complicity and collusion—without our turning a blind 
eye, shrugging our shoulders, allowing ourselves to be distracted and our civic 
awareness diluted. 


Likewise, as | make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on the American 
People and in its fictional counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, these problems will continue 
to plague our nation unless and until Americans wake up to the fact that we’re the only 
ones who can change things for the better and then do something about it. After all, the 
Constitution opens with those three vital words, “We the people.” 


There is no government without us—our sheer numbers, our muscle, our economy, our 
physical presence in this land. 


We are the government. 


Source: https://tinyurl.com/3pp4p6zx 


ABOUT JOHN W. WHITEHEAD 


Constitutional attorney and author John W. Whitehead is founder and president of The 
Rutherford Institute. His most recent books are the best-selling Battlefield America: The 
War on the American People, the award-winning A Government of Wolves: The 
Emerging American Police State, and a debut dystopian fiction novel, The Erik Blair 
Diaries. Whitehead can be contacted at staff@rutherford.org. Nisha Whitehead is the 
Executive Director of The Rutherford Institute. Information about The Rutherford Institute 
is available at www.rutherford.org. 
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changing. You will never see things the same 
way again once you take this knowledge on 
board. 
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